The Northern Limit Line ( "NLL" ) refers to the maritime demarcation line on the Yellow Sea between North and South Korea. As a unilateral act, the United Nations Command ( "UNC" ) set this line right after the end of the Korean War which took place from 1950 to 1953. It was the critical cause of heated debates on setting the military demarcation line on the sea area in the course of armistice negotiation. Although the two sides could not come to a decision on the maritime ceasefire line, the parties agreed in Article 2, Section 15 of the Korean Armistice Agreement which states that: "[a] opposing naval forces shall respect the waters contiguous to the De-militarized Zone and to the land area of Korea under the military control of the opposing side." 1 Accordingly, the sea demarcation would be delineated following the land demarcation line, virtually ignoring the prevailing authority of UN Forces in both air and sea. This can be seen as the result of the negotiation tactics put forward by the North. To implement the abovementioned article, UNC had to retreat its forces from all islands and waters, which were under its control. The sea area controlled by UNC covered from the Estuary of Yallu River in the west: Latitude 41� 51' N, and that of Tuman River in the east; Latitude 39� 35' N, all the way down to the 38 th parallel. Based on this agreement, the UN Commander-in-Chief designated NLL to the west and the Northern Boundary Line ( "NBL" ) to the east of the Korean peninsula as the geographical limit of the UN armed forces air and naval operation. Among the general parts of the Armistice Agreement, 3 the cease-fire line is indispensable factor for the continuation of suspending on-going armed hostilities. 4 NLL and NBL were recognized as the fait accompli cease-fire lines to both sides of the Korean sea area. If a party to this agreement trespasses these lines, the party would denounce or recommence hostilities immediately. 5
What is the validity of North Korean claim on NLL?
In October 1973, North Korea began to trespass NLL. North Korea crossed NLL more than 43 times between October and November of that year. Due to this violation of the The Korean Armistice Agreement, art.1, sec. 7 & art. 2. secs. 13, 15. 6 They are as follows: Paengyong-do, Taechong-do, Sochong-do, Yonpyong-do and U-do.
